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Congressmen had cherished a strong faith in Britain's sense of justice.
Since 1889 the British Committee of the Congress was established
in London. In 1893 a British Parliamentary Committee was orga-
nized to interest members of the House of Commons in Indian affairs.
A weekly journal India was started in London in 1890 to furnish
correct information on Indian questions to the British M.P.s and the
British public.
Gokhale and Lajpat Rai toured all over England, meeting im-
portant persons, making contacts and addressing public meetings.
But they returned to India disillusioned. Lajpat Rai declared that
Britain was too busy with her own affairs to do anything for India,
that the British press was not willing to champion Indian aspirations,
that it was hard to get a hearing in England and that Indians would
have to depend on themselves to win their freedom.
The message of Lajpat Rai went to the hearts of young Indians
assembled at the Congress session of Benares in December 1905. The
partition of Bengal had by then become an accomplished fact and
the swadeshi movement, including boycott of British goods, had
begun in Bengal. Gokhale, President of the Congress, approved of
the boycott as a political weapon. But the older men were not ripe
for the new message and there was fear of a split. There was a strong
difference over the first resolution welcoming their Royal Highnesses,
the Prince and Princess of Wales. The Bengal delegates threatened
opposition in the open Congress. But a compromise was reached and
the split was avoided. An open conference in the Congress camp was
held by the younger delegates—an inaugural meeting of the new
party, the Nationalist or the Extremist Party. Here Tilak preached
passive resistance and outlined the programme of national recon-
struction which was adopted by the new nationalist school and put
into practice.
The scheme for the partition of Bengal was promulgated in a
Government resolution dated July 19, 1905, and it came into force
on October 16 defying strong opposition throughout India.
The resolution was followed by unprecedented agitation. Public
meetings were held all over Bengal to protest against the proposed
partition and a spirited demonstration was organized in Calcutta
Town Hall on August 7, 1905. It was felt that mere protest was futile.
A boycott pledge was drafted and Surendranath Banerjea appealed
to the people to sign it. "I hereby pledge myself to abstain from the

